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mal differentiation might be best inserted in the fuller state- 
ment of the sub-class characters, especially as Dr. Britton 
does not purpose to make the key in any way phylogenetic, 
but merely convenient for analysis. 

The illustrations are carefully drawn, especially those by Miss 
Jessie Foster; their richness of detail makes them fully equal 
to the best photographic reproduction, which the writer re- 
gards as the ideal. It is unfortunate that all species illustra- 
tions in such works cannot be natural size. In the present 
volume they occupy but about one-fifth of the page on an aver- 
age, and as the majority are two-thirds natural size, the en- 
largement would not, apparently, render the volume 
unwieldy. The more exact the portraits given us of na- 
ture's children the more easily will we recognize the originals. 
This point has been brought up by beginners in botany rather 
frequently. However, in no case do the drawings obscure, by 
their size, to a serious extent. The photographs are, in a large 
majority of cases, excellent in selection. That of the mangrove 
(Fig. 655) is especially striking. The typography and finish of 
the book are alike tasteful and serviceable. 

The completed series should be a desirable reference library 
in itself, for the subjects it includes. R. I. R. 

Two Collections of Verse 

The modern methods as to food in capsules, sterilized milk, 
and things pre-digested, seems to be creeping into literature. 
We have long had books of quotations, rhyming dictionaries and 
the like, for those who wished to take a short cut to verse- 
making, or to make a show of one sort or another; things that 
have been more or less laughed at by those, even, who privately 
made use of them ; things that are all superficial, all bad. But 
to-day, this Pre-Digested-Mental-Food business is enlarging; 
this Capsule-Getting-into-Print-on-the-Brains-of-Others busi- 
ness is taking many forms, and before me lie two small volumes 
of verse, well bound in flexible morocco, well printed and by 
chance, perhaps, the very color of the omnipresent Baedeker 
guidebooks — Red! "Poems for Travellers," one is called, com- 
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piled by M. R. J. DuBois, and it begins, very properly, with 
Byron and the Ocean — "Roll on, thou dark and deep blue 
ocean, roll!" (Which it generally does without any urging). 
After this there are poems for France, poems for Germany, 
poems for Italy, poems for Austria, poems for Switzerland, 
poems for Greece. You arrive, you take your hotel out of 
Baedeker, or if you are a Cook Tourist, you are brought to a 
hotel ; you make your terms, order food, then — why then you 
pull out "Poems for Travellers" and put yourself in the proper 
mood for sentimentalizing! 

Some good poems have happened into this book, but the ma- 
jority are poor; in short, the selection shows some industry, but 
no culture — much sentimentality, but no critical training or 
ability. 

Alas, for the almost sacrilege of calling that Education which 
would cause one to welcome this book! Alas, for the super- 
ficiality of the mind that conceives the plan of such a book. 
This must have been what the immortal preacher had in mind 
when he cried — "Of the making of many books there is no 
end!" 

The other small volume of verse, "The Poetic Old World," 
compiled by Lucy H. Humphrey, is far superior to the first. 
It is built on the same pre-digested plan ; it is the same Baedeker 
color, and one could go through the same programme up to the 
reading of the poem appropriate to the place. In this second 
volume, however, the traveller would find better poems. Why 
do not the leading publishers take their stand with Governor 
Hughes and shut down on the Book-Makers? (Henry Holt & 
Company). S. B. E. 



The Little Brown Brother. By Stanley Portal Hyatt. Henry Holt & 
Company. $1.50. 

"The Little Brown Brother" brings the reader to the Philip- 
pine Islands, to an island in the group called "Lamu," and sets 
forth very strongly the Englishman's view — which in this case 
should be the view of every sensible white man — of the attitude 
of the American Civil Government toward the dark races. The 



